NOTES of a meeting of the Committee of Alford Squash Club
held on Tuesday, 2nd June 2026 at 7:30 pm at the Windmill Hotel

Present:	John Hynes (Chair of the meeting and note taker), Gary Houghton, Chris Sykes, Ben Irving, Phil Read, Jim Coulter and Bob Karley

Apologies:	Steve Brough

The notes of the meeting held on 3rd March 2026 were approved and adopted as a true record of that meeting.

Financial update
JH advised the meeting that we have £3,490.11 in the current account and £4,255.56 in the Fabric account. This makes total funds of £7,745.67. JH said that this was pleasing particularly as all of the refurbishment works have been carried out.

League/handicap competition
Gary will take this forward. He has collected the sheets from the Club and there are probably enough names to make a handicap competition feasible. The details will hopefully be pinned on the noticeboard upstairs within the next week or so. We will agree the date of the final at the outset.

Contactless payment
A discussion ensued about the information that was provided to Bob from a contact of Paul Lock’s. The contactless payment system would cost a little less than £3,000 and the committee feels it once again needs to go on the “back burner” until we can find a system more competitively priced.

Any other business
Bob enquired whether the showers could “revert” to being controlled with a handle to turn the temperature up/down as members require. Chris said the system does not allow this and is set at the “recommended” temperature. Chris will reduce the heat of the showers slightly. Jim enquired when the court heaters would be switched off and JH said that historically they were turned off in July and August. It was agreed that the Safelincs Court heaters will be turned off as normal but the Houghton Court heaters will remain on (to allow for a warmer court).

JH said that as per the previous minutes, he arranged for a second company to inspect the ongoing bees/wasps issue. They have not been able to provide much support as we do not have them at present but will in the warmer weather. The wasps are unlikely to return but unfortunately the bees will. Gary will look to add some sand and cement in the roof areas – particularly the two main entry points. 

The committee gave the go ahead for Graham to renew with Octopus on a two year contract for both gas and electricity. JH will email him. 

There are some potholes in and around our parking area which Gary can fill in if the Town Council agree. JH will email the Town Council in the near future.

A committee member queried whether the grass is still cut under contract and JH confirmed that David Brown continues to cut the grass for the Club.

There being no further business, the meeting finished at 8:10 p.m.

N.B. The next committee meeting will be on Tuesday, 1st September at 7:30 p.m. at the Windmill Hotel. 
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