
 

 

MINUTES of the ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of Alford Squash Club  

held at The Club on Tuesday, 13th November 2012 at 8:30 p.m. 

 

Present:       Bob Karley (Chairman), John Hynes (Treasurer), Tim Bristow, Chris Sykes,  

Graham Hounslow, Martin Wells, Isaac Swift, Mark Rowe, Jim Coulter, Andy Wain, 

Kevin Hyde and Geoff Allen (Secretary) 

 

Apologies:  Jim Luck, Steve Brough, Andy Hasthorpe, Ian Simms, John Kirkham and Roger 

Rowland  

 

It was unclear whether the Trustees had been circulated with Notice of the meeting 

although this would have been a matter of courtesy only.    

 

The prelude:  

1. By arrangement Mr. Michael Kheng, Queen Elizabeth Grammar School Parent Governor, Chair 

of Governors and Chair of the Sports Hall and Swimming Pool Project Group had been invited 

and gave a short presentation as to the QEGS proposals to build a Sports Hall which, amongst 

other things, would include two squash courts.   

 

Matters are at the pre-Planning stage but, no Planning difficulties were expected and things could 

move ahead quickly in the New Year and, perhaps, the facility could be in place within a year.   

 

The Committee engaged Mr. Kheng in lively ‘question and answer’ debate and from which it 

emerged that presently (while it may seem likely) it is not clear if this project will necessarily 

have community involvement.   

 

Mr. Kheng was made aware that, whether or not there is community involvement, the Club will 

have to asses the impact of the project on the Club’s own viability.  He was also made aware that 

the Club put a lot of store in having a ‘community’ status in which the aim, amongst other things, 

is to provide access to squash coaching to all young people in the area and the Club would be 

interested to see how the QEGS scheme might accommodate this, or not.   

 

Mr. Kheng presented the situation in a completely matter of fact way which was much 

appreciated by the members and at the request of the Chairman he was warmly thanked by Geoff 

Allen. 

 

2. The Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting held on 8th November 2011 were 

circulated, approved and adopted by the meeting.  There were no matters arising. 

 

3. The Chairman, Bob Karley produced his report (as attached) which he summarised and it was 

adopted by the meeting.   

 

The Chairman led a short discussion (a full debate about which is expected to occupy the next 

several meetings of the Committee) about how the QEGS proposed Sports Hall development 

might affect the Club. For discussion purposes, the options for the Club might include:  

 

• To assess the impact of the development on the viability of the Club;  

 

• To ignore the development (since it might not happen) and to continue as planned 

 prior to news of the scheme breaking two weeks ago; and  

 

• To seek some kind of access to the QEGS facility for the members of the Club 

 (retaining the Club’s status) so that its base relocates to the School.  There are  various 



 

 

 pros and cons including that this might be the way in which coaching  funding could 

 continue to be channelled through the Club for young people; 

 

4. The Treasurer, John Hynes produced the Club’s Accounts for the year ended 31st July 2012 (as 

attached) and fielded questions.  It was unanimously resolved to adopt the Accounts. 

 

The Accounts had been audited by Martin Bauer (and who was to have a letter of thanks with a 

token of the Club’s appreciation).   

 

  There was no proposal to alter subscriptions or court fees at the present time.  

 

5. Election of Committee of Management  

Geoff Allen stood down as the Club’s Secretary (but agreed, if re-elected to the Committee, to 

continue to assist with the Minutes).  It was unanimously resolved that Graham Hounslow be 

appointed as the Club’s Secretary in his place and that Geoff Allen should continue to assist with 

the Minutes.   

 

There being no other nominations John Hynes was re-elected as the Club’s Treasurer and 

thanked for his and the work of his office.   

 

 It was pointed out that in addition to the Club’s two officers, the Committee of Management 

should comprise not less than eight and not more than twelve members.  It was resolved that the 

members present at the meeting be elected en block together with Steve Brough and Roger 

Rowland to serve with the Club’s officers until the next AGM. 

 

However, in the light of the fact that developments in the course of the year could be of such 

fundamental importance, including as to the continuation of the Club itself, it was resolved that 

until the next AGM of the Club all Members be invited and be entitled to attend all Committee 

meetings to fully participate in debate but not vote in the Committee’s decisions.  Accordingly, 

Notices of meetings would be sent by email communication only but also posted up on the 

Club’s Notice Board.  

 

6. Other matters 

The outgoing secretary had agreed, but had not got round to reviewing the Club’s Rules but 

which, in the present circumstances, need not now have any priority until further decision about 

the future of the Club.   

 

The meeting closed at 10.00 p.m. 

 

The prologue 

The dates of the next two Committee meetings were set for Tuesday, 11th December and Thursday 17th 

January at 7.30 p.m. at The Half Moon.  Notices to be sent out as para 5.  

 

 

 

 

......................................................  .....................................................2012 

Chairman     Dated 


